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Questionnaire on Hong Kong’s positioning in our country’s economic,
social and political development
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Issue 1 How can Hong Kong maintain its advantages as the
international financial, trade and shipping centre of our
country under the Eleventh Five-Year Plan, and strengthen its
functions as an intermediary for the Mainland? Given the
rapid opening up and development of our country, is it
necessary for Hong Kong to reposition itself in the long run?

[t is probably more practical to talk about “strengthening and enhancing
our existing niche” rather than “repositioning”. The latter
sounded as if we have to find something new and start afresh,
which is both fortuitous and risky.

As a shipping centre, there should be a rail linkage to the ports for goods
to be transported directly by trains to ships. The investment is
small, and the benefit, considering the vast expansion of
railroad network in the mainland and the huge potential of its
western parts, 1s treinendous.
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Issue 2
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In the course of further economic integration with the
Mainland, how can Hong Kong’s institutional setup be
flexible and independent enough to seize the arising
opportunities, while maintaining its existing advantages?

We are moving in the right direction to make the border seamless for further economic
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Issue 3

integration. More needs to be done for goods movement. Transporting goods
by trucks is NOT the answer. In terms of physical infrastructure and
environmental sustainability we have probably reached a limit. More

emphasis should be placed on rails.
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What measures should be taken by the Government and the
professional services sector in Hong Kong to facilitate the
Mainland’s integration into the global economy, thereby
enabling Hong Kong to become a professional services hub
for China to go global? Should we prioritize the various
development options (such as becoming an international
financial centre, a professional services hub, a home to
international headquarters, a wealth management centre, an
education hub, etc.)?

It 1s better to allow the market to make a choice. By
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being responsive to sector needs and by
providing the best infrastructure as Hong Kong
has done so successfully in the past, the
Government can help both Hong Kong and the
mainland very effectively and efficiently. To
prioritize may be a slippery slope.
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Issue 4

FHAEAEEHRHEENLREPLPCHHE T 564
{1 ?

What measures should Hong Kong take in consultation with
the neighbouring cities to facilitate the interflow of human
resources between Hong Kong and the Mainland at various
levels, with a view to consolidating Hong Kong’s position as a
business network centre and a business platform of the world?

On the immigration to HK for family reunion, we may

Issue 5

consider offering such applicants an option to
settle 1n mainland with subsidy by HK
Government for education, medical and/or
soclal services. The may ease up some room [or
more immigration into Hk on the basis of talent
or skill, which is 1indisputably our mai1n source
of human resources.
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At the regional level, having regard to the repositioning of
Shenzhen and the industrial upgrading and transformation of
Guangdong and the neighbouring provinces, what should
Hong Kong do to expand business, explore new modes of
collaboration and maintain its leading position in the region
under a new thinking?

No comment.

wALO

[ssue 6

FEAEBEZ oA AMEZ RS E - R a8
FESOR R LA BEERGASERF KM
ERABHGBRF N FoMBATET

How should Hong Kong assist the Mainland to participate in
international economic and technological cooperation and
competition on a broader scale, in more spheres, and on a



higher level, through which Hong Kong can also upgrade its
own competitiveness and technology?

We  should participate jointly with mainland
counterparts 1n 1nternational activities as
much as we can, through which we can build up
relationships and learn from each other. It is
not a matter of who 1s assisting who.

BT FARBRENOB AU EETRHEB LG
E e LR e

[ssue 7 What measures should Hong Kong take to enhance Hong
Kong people’s understanding of the motherland and promote a
sense of national identity?

This 1s something that will surely progress with time.
I do not think any specific action or high
profile promotion 1s necessary or effective.
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Issue & In future, when hosting international/world conferences and
activities, how can we do better, especially in upholding the
image of our country when engaging the developing countries
and our neighbouring countries?

No comment,
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Issue 9 How can Hong Kong more actively share its experience in
problem-solving and effective public policies with the

Mainland and neighbouring countries?

No comment.
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How to incorporate studies on Chinese history, culture,
classics and literature into our basic education (for primary
and secondary schools)?

This 1s something we should do, but like all educational initiatives we
must proceed with sensitivity and patience. This cannot be rushed. nor
is there a need to do so. Close liaison with mainland academics would
be useful.
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Issue 11
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Can Hong Kong become the platform for exploring the future
of Chinese culture among the Chinese communities in the
Mainland, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and other places around the
world?

[sn’t that ulready happening?
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