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Four Critical Cleavages

Lipset & Rokkan, “Cleavage Structures, Party 
Systems and Voter Alignment: An Introduction”
four critical cleavages emerged in the 19th century 
Europe:

Subject-dominant culture

Church-government (church-state)

Primary-secondary economy (land-industry)

Workers-employers (worker-owner)

The first two direct products of national 
revolution; the latter two direct products of 
industrial revolution
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Growth of the British Franchise



5Source: R. L. Leonard, Elections in Britain (London: D. Van Nostrand, 1968), p. 10.
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European Trends in Extending Franchise 
and Turnout

Source: International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Voter Turnout from 1945 to 1997, 2nd ed. 
(Stockholm: IDEA, 1997), p. 38.
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PACT

REFORM

IMPOSITION

REVOLUTION

Actors

Strategy

Elites

Masses

Compromise Force

Source: Terry Lynn Karl and Philippe C. Schmitter, “Modes of Transition in Latin America, 
Southern and Eastern Europe” International Social Science Journal 128 (1991): 275.

Modes of Political Transition
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Foundational Pact

Inclusiveness

A series of accords

Procedural legitimacy (rule-making)

institutional design winners & 
losers uncertain
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Opportunity vs outcome

Social composition vs economic 
power

Individual vs group representation

Balanced Participation?
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A. Formal institutions

Electoral systems 

Reserved seats

Districting

B. Political arrangements

Corporatism (at policy level)

Empowerment

Capacity-building

Some Instruments
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Source: Reynolds, Andrew, Ben Reilly and Andrew Ellis, Electoral System Design: The New International 
IDEA Handbook (Stockholm: International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, 2005), p. 24.
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Reserved Seats

Women

Afghanistan (roughly 25% of the total)

Uganda (roughly 18% of the total)

Minority groups

India (the scheduled tribes and castes)

Pakistan (non-Muslim minorities)

Taiwan (the aboriginal community)

New Zealand (Maori)
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Reserved Seats

Functional groups

Ireland 

Taiwan before 1995

Religious groups

Brunei

Bhutan

Iran

UK (House of Lords)
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Districting

Race-based districting

African-Americans (12.6% of total, 1996)

Majority-Minority Districts
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- The End -


