Strategic Public Policy Research Funding Scheme (SPPRFS)
Strategic Themes (2026-27)

1.  Development Opportunities from the National 15th Five-Year Plan and
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA)

2.  Deepening International Exchanges and Co-operation, Supporting the
Country’s Opening Up to the World
3.  Development of Education, Technology, Talents and Industries

4.  Integrated Development of Culture, Sports and Tourism

5. Elderly and Healthcare Services

SHO02

SHO3

SH04

SHO05

Important Note: Applications for SPPRFS 2026-27 must be made under one of the
strategic themes and in line with the specified research area(s). Those falling outside
the specified strategic themes and specified research area(s) will NOT be considered

generally.
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SHO1 - Development Opportunities from the National 15th Five-Year Plan
and Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA)

Specified Research Areas

1. Measures to capitalise on the 15th Five-Year Plan to consolidate and enhance the
development and status of Hong Kong in various major areas, including international
financial, shipping and trade centre, international aviation hub, international asset
management centre, international risk management centre, international innovation and

technology hub, international legal and dispute resolution services centre, regional
intellectual property trading centre, international cultural exchange centre, and
international hub for high-calibre talents.

2. Measures to optimize Hong Kong’s commodity trading ecosystem, including attracting
relevant enterprises to establish their operations, and providing supporting facilities and
talents.

3. Policies to develop Hong Kong into a high value-added supply chain service center,
including measures to strengthen relevant services (e.g. production chain management,
export credit risk management, trade financing, marketing, testing and certification,
accounting, and other professional services).

4. Measures to deepen co-operation in the areas of economy, trade, technology, and culture
within the GBA, promote the co-ordinated development of ports, airports and rail transit,
and facilitate the cross-boundary flows of production factors.

5. Policies and measures to accelerate the high-quality development of the Northern
Metropolis, promote innovation and transformation among the industry, academic and
research sectors, and deepen co-ordinated development with major co-operation platforms
in Qianhai, Nansha, and the Loop.

6. Policies and measures to facilitate Hong Kong residents’ development and living on the
Mainland, and support young people in seizing development opportunities there.
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SHO2 - Deepening International Exchanges and Co-operation, Supporting the
Country’s Opening Up to the World

Specified Research Areas

1. Policies to enhance the mechanisms for harnessing Hong Kong’s role in the country’s high-
level opening up to the world, and promote connectivity and co-ordinated development
between the Mainland and international markets.

2. Policies and measures to strengthen Hong Kong’s international economic and trade ties,
enhance Hong Kong’s involvement in the Belt and Road Initiative, and promote inclusive,
equitable, mutually beneficial and green co-operation among nations.

3. Policies and measures to leverage Hong Kong’s advantages in Mainland-Global connection

and professional services to assist enterprises from various regions in expanding into
overseas and Mainland markets.
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SHO03 - Development of Education, Technology, Talents and Industries

Specified Research Areas

1. Policies and measures for developing Hong Kong into an international hub for education
and high-calibre talents.

2. Policies and measures to enhance the education system, curriculum, technology,
pedagogies, and overall quality of education.

3. Policies and measures to drive the development of innovation and technology (I1&T)
industries, accelerate the transformation and application of research and development
results, promote the upgrading and transformation of traditional industries, and facilitate
potential or leading I&T enterprises to establish in Hong Kong.

4. Strategies for developing digital economy, fostering green transition, and promoting new
energy development, including accelerating industrial transformation, fostering artificial
intelligence, strengthening infrastructure, promoting trading ecosystems and cross-
boundary co-operation.
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SHO4 - Integrated Development of Culture, Sports and Tourism

Specified Research Areas

1. Strategies for enhancing the cultural soft power of Hong Kong and promoting the
development of cultural and creative industries.

2. Policies and measures to strengthen Hong Kong’s cultural co-operation within the GBA and
with other nations.

3. Policies to promote sports development and build Hong Kong into a centre for mega
international sports events, enhance professionalism and developing sports as an industry.

4. Policies to support the development strategies set out in the Development Blueprint for Hong
Kong’s Tourism Industry 2.0.
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SHO5 - Elderly and Healthcare Services

Specified Research Areas

1.

Policies to improve quality and sustainability of local elderly services, including different
subsidy and service provision models.

Strategies for leveraging the comparative advantages of the GBA to support development
of elderly services and the silver economy.

Studies on innovative healthcare services delivery models, including enhanced medical-
social collaboration and sustainable healthcare financing.

Strategies for enhancing development of primary healthcare in Hong Kong, including
strengthening health promotion and disease prevention, and improving public healthcare
services.

Strategies for developing Hong Kong into an international health and medical innovation
hub, including manpower training, biomedical technology innovation and development, and
advancement of regulatory functions.
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